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Transcript
Judges	chapter	11.	Now	Jephthah	the	Gileadite	was	a	mighty	warrior,	but	he	was	the	son
of	a	prostitute.	Gilead	was	the	father	of	Jephthah,	and	Gilead's	wife	also	bore	him	sons.

And	when	his	wife's	sons	grew	up,	they	drove	Jephthah	out	and	said	to	him,	You	shall	not
have	an	inheritance	in	our	father's	house,	for	you	are	the	son	of	another	woman.	Then
Jephthah	 fled	 from	his	 brothers	 and	 lived	 in	 the	wilderness.	And	when	 the	Ammonites
made	war	against	 Israel,	 the	elders	of	Gilead	went	 to	bring	 Jephthah	 from	 the	 land	of
Tov.

And	 they	 said	 to	 Jephthah,	 Come	 and	 be	 our	 leader,	 that	 we	 may	 fight	 against	 the
Ammonites.	But	Jephthah	said	to	the	elders	of	Gilead,	Did	you	not	hate	me	and	drive	me
out	of	my	father's	house?	Why	have	you	come	to	me	now	when	you	are	in	distress?	And
the	elders	of	Gilead	said	to	Jephthah,	You	are	a	traitor.	And	Jephthah	said	to	the	elders	of
Gilead,	You	are	a	traitor.
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And	 the	 elders	 of	Gilead	 said	 to	 Jephthah,	 You	 are	 a	 traitor.	 And	 Jephthah	 said	 to	 the
elders	of	Gilead,	You	are	a	traitor.	And	the	elders	of	Gilead	said	to	Jephthah,	You	are	a
traitor.

And	the	elders	of	Gilead	said	to	Jephthah,	You	are	a	traitor.	That	is	why	we	have	turned
to	you	now,	that	you	may	go	with	us	and	fight	against	the	Ammonites	and	be	our	head
over	all	the	inhabitants	of	Gilead.	Jephthah	said	to	the	elders	of	Gilead,	If	you	bring	me
home	again	to	fight	against	the	Ammonites	and	the	Lord	gives	them	over	to	me,	I	will	be
your	head.

And	the	elders	of	Gilead	said	to	Jephthah,	The	Lord	will	be	witness	between	us	if	we	do
not	do	as	you	say.	So	Jephthah	went	with	the	elders	of	Gilead	and	the	people	made	him
head	and	leader	over	them.	And	Jephthah	spoke	all	his	words	before	the	Lord	at	Mizpah.

Then	 Jephthah	 sent	messengers	 to	 the	 king	 of	 the	Ammonites	 and	 said,	What	 do	 you
have	against	me,	that	you	have	come	to	me	to	fight	against	my	 land?	And	the	king	of
the	Ammonites	answered	the	messengers	of	Jephthah,	Because	Israel	on	coming	up	from
Egypt	took	away	my	land,	from	the	Anun	to	the	Jabuk	and	to	the	Jordan.	Now	therefore
restore	it	peaceably.	Jephthah	again	sent	messengers	to	the	king	of	the	Ammonites	and
said	to	him,	Thus	says	Jephthah,	Israel	did	not	take	away	the	land	of	Moab	or	the	land	of
the	Ammonites,	but	when	they	came	up	from	Egypt,	Israel	went	through	the	wilderness
to	the	Red	Sea	and	came	to	Kadesh.

Israel	then	sent	messengers	to	the	king	of	Edom	saying,	Please	let	us	pass	through	your
land.	But	the	king	of	Edom	would	not	listen.	And	they	sent	also	to	the	king	of	Moab,	but
he	would	not	consent.

So	 Israel	 remained	 at	 Kadesh.	 Then	 they	 journeyed	 through	 the	 wilderness	 and	 went
around	the	land	of	Edom	and	the	land	of	Moab,	and	arrived	on	the	east	side	of	the	land
of	Moab	and	camped	on	the	other	side	of	the	Anun.	But	they	did	not	enter	the	territory	of
Moab,	for	the	Anun	was	the	boundary	of	Moab.

Israel	then	sent	messengers	to	Sihon	king	of	the	Ammonites,	king	of	Heshbon.	And	Israel
said	to	him,	Please	let	us	pass	through	your	land	to	our	country.	But	Sihon	did	not	trust
Israel	to	pass	through	his	territory.

So	Sihon	gathered	all	his	people	together	and	encamped	at	Jehaz	and	fought	with	Israel.
And	the	Lord,	the	God	of	Israel,	gave	Sihon	and	all	his	people	into	the	hand	of	Israel,	and
they	 defeated	 them.	 So	 Israel	 took	 possession	 of	 all	 the	 land	 of	 the	 Ammonites	 who
inhabited	 that	 country,	 and	 they	 took	possession	of	 all	 the	 territory	of	 the	Ammonites
from	the	Anun	to	the	Jabuk	and	from	the	wilderness	to	the	Jordan.

So	then	the	Lord,	the	God	of	Israel,	dispossessed	the	Ammonites	from	before	his	people
Israel.	 And	 are	 you	 to	 take	 possession	 of	 them?	Will	 you	 not	 possess	what	 Chemosh,



your	God,	gives	you	to	possess?	And	all	that	the	Lord	our	God	has	dispossessed	before
us,	we	will	possess.	Now	are	you	any	better	than	Balak	the	son	of	Zippor,	king	of	Moab?
Did	he	ever	contend	against	Israel,	or	did	he	ever	go	to	war	with	them?	While	Israel	lived
in	Heshbon	and	its	villages,	and	in	Urur	and	its	villages,	and	in	all	the	cities	that	are	on
the	banks	of	 the	Anun	 three	hundred	years,	why	did	 you	not	deliver	 them	within	 that
time?	I	therefore	have	not	sinned	against	you,	and	you	do	me	wrong	by	making	war	on
me.

The	 Lord,	 the	 Judge,	 decided	 this	 day	 between	 the	 people	 of	 Israel	 and	 the	 people	 of
Ammon.	But	the	king	of	the	Ammonites	did	not	 listen	to	the	words	of	 Jephthah	that	he
sent	 to	 him.	 Then	 the	 Spirit	 of	 the	 Lord	 was	 upon	 Jephthah,	 and	 he	 passed	 through
Gilead	and	Manasseh,	and	passed	on	to	Mizpah	of	Gilead,	and	from	Mizpah	of	Gilead	he
passed	on	to	the	Ammonites.

And	Jephthah	made	a	vow	to	the	Lord,	and	said,	If	you	will	give	the	Ammonites	into	my
hand,	then	whatever	comes	out	from	the	doors	of	my	house	to	meet	me	when	I	return	in
peace	from	the	Ammonites	shall	be	the	Lord's,	and	I	will	offer	it	for	a	burnt	offering.	So
Jephthah	crossed	over	to	the	Ammonites	to	fight	against	them,	and	the	Lord	gave	them
into	 his	 hand.	 And	 he	 struck	 them	 from	 Urur	 to	 the	 neighborhood	 of	 Mineth,	 twenty
cities,	and	as	far	as	Abel-Kerimim,	with	a	great	blow.

So	the	Ammonites	were	subdued	before	the	people	of	Israel.	Then	Jephthah	came	to	his
home	at	Mizpah,	and	behold	his	daughter	came	out	to	meet	him	with	tambourines	and
with	dancers.	She	was	his	only	child.

Besides	 her	 he	 had	 neither	 son	 nor	 daughter.	 And	 as	 soon	 as	 he	 saw	her	 he	 tore	 his
clothes	 and	 said,	 Alas,	 my	 daughter,	 you	 have	 brought	 me	 very	 low,	 and	 you	 have
become	the	cause	of	great	trouble	to	me,	for	I	have	opened	my	mouth	to	the	Lord,	and	I
cannot	take	back	my	vow.	And	she	said	to	him,	My	father,	you	have	opened	your	mouth
to	the	Lord.

Do	to	me	according	to	what	has	gone	out	of	your	mouth,	now	that	the	Lord	has	avenged
you	on	your	enemies,	on	the	Ammonites.	So	she	said	to	her	father,	Let	this	thing	be	done
for	me.	Leave	me	alone	two	months,	that	I	may	go	up	and	down	on	the	mountains	and
weep	for	my	virginity,	I	and	my	companions.

So	he	said,	Go.	Then	he	sent	her	away	for	two	months,	and	she	departed,	she	and	her
companions,	and	wept	for	her	virginity	on	the	mountains.	And	at	the	end	of	two	months
she	returned	to	her	father,	who	did	with	her	according	to	his	vow	that	he	had	made.

She	had	never	 known	a	man.	And	 it	 became	a	 custom	 in	 Israel	 that	 the	daughters	 of
Israel	went	year	by	year	to	 lament	the	daughter	of	 Jephthah	the	Gileadite	 four	days	 in
the	year.	The	situation	at	the	start	of	Judges	chapter	11	is	pretty	dire.



The	Ammonites	have	assembled	and	have	encamped	 in	Gilead,	and	 the	Gileadites	are
looking	for	someone	to	lead	them	in	the	battle.	The	Lord	seems	to	have	abandoned	them
to	their	fate,	and	there	is	no	judge	to	go	before	them.	Chapter	10	then	ended	with	this
cliffhanger,	 and	 at	 the	 beginning	 of	 chapter	 11	 we're	 introduced	 to	 the	 character	 of
Jephthah.

Jephthah	was	the	son	of	Gilead.	Gilead	is	the	name	of	his	father,	but	also	the	name	of	his
region.	He	seems	to	be	a	specific	person,	but	the	person	also	stands	for	the	region	that
he	belongs	to.

Jephthah	 was	 the	 son	 of	 the	 prostitute.	 His	 father,	 Gilead,	 had	 been	 with	 a	 strange
woman,	 just	as	 the	people	 in	Gilead	had	been	going	after	 strange	gods.	 Jephthah	was
hated	by	his	brothers.

He	was	 regarded	as	 the	 son	of	 the	prostitute	 and	not	 a	 legitimate	heir,	 and	 they	had
driven	him	off.	 They	drove	out	 Jephthah,	but	 they	could	not	drive	out	 the	Ammonites.
While	 Jephthah	 is	 in	 the	 land	of	Tov,	worthless	or	empty	men	gather	around	him,	men
described	using	the	same	word	as	those	that	gathered	around	Bimelech.

However,	 they	may	 not	 be	 entirely	 bad	 people.	 You	 can	 think	 of	 the	 similarities	 with
David	here,	in	1	Samuel	22,	verses	1-2.	David	departed	from	there	and	escaped	to	the
cave	of	Bedolom.

And	when	his	brothers	and	all	his	father's	house	heard	it,	they	went	down	there	to	him.
And	everyone	who	was	 in	distress,	and	everyone	who	was	 in	debt,	and	everyone	who
was	bitter	 in	soul,	gathered	 to	him,	and	he	became	commander	over	 them.	And	 there
were	with	him	about	four	hundred	men.

The	 groups	 surrounding	 are	 described	 as	 empty	men.	 As	 empty	men,	 they	might	 be
wicked	and	unfaithful,	but	they	might	also	 just	be	 incredibly	poor.	They	might	have	no
standing	or	status.

They	 are	 a	 rabble	 with	 no	 leader	 or	 standing	 within	 the	 wider	 nation.	 The	 Gileadites
summon	Jephthah	back.	They	realise	that	they	need	a	 leader,	and	that	 Jephthah	 is	the
sort	of	man	that	could	do	the	trick.

The	 relationship	 between	 the	 people	 of	 Gilead	 and	 Jephthah,	 and	 the	 relationship
between	 the	 people	 of	Gilead	 and	 the	 Lord	 is	 not	 dissimilar.	 The	 people	 despised	 the
Lord	and	went	after	others.	The	people	despised	Jephthah	and	cast	him	out.

And	 now	 they	 want	 to	 turn	 to	 the	 Lord	 and	 they	 want	 Jephthah,	 because	 they're	 in
trouble	 and	 they	 need	 to	 be	 bailed	 out.	 Jephthah	 is	 the	 one	 who	 was	 despised	 and
rejected,	 but	 he	 becomes	 their	 leader	 when	 he	 returns.	 Jephthah	 is	 shrewd	 with	 the
Gileadites.



He	expects	them	to	make	him	their	head,	if	he	delivers	them	from	the	Ammonites.	The
one	they	had	sought	to	deprive	of	any	inheritance	is	now	going	to	be	their	leader.	Before
entering	into	battle	with	the	Ammonites,	Jephthah	first	sends	them	a	message	to	try	and
forge	some	peace.

The	 Ammonite	 contention	 was	 that	 the	 land	 that	 they	 were	 in	 had	 formerly	 been
Ammonite	land,	but	it	had	been	subsequently	taken	by	the	Amorites.	The	Amorites	had
then	attacked	Israel	and	Israel	had	dispossessed	them.	By	this	point	 Israel	had	lived	in
that	area	for	almost	300	years.

So	it	was	strange	for	the	Amorites	to	be	treated	so	badly	and	wrongly.	They	had	lost	the
land	before	Israel	came	on	the	scene,	and	the	Lord	had	given	the	land	into	the	hands	of
the	Israelites	by	causing	the	Amorite	kings	to	attack	them.	Jephthah	tells	the	Ammonites
to	look	to	their	guard	Chemosh	and	see	what	he	will	do	for	them.

His	 point	 here	 is	 not	 that	 Chemosh	 is	 a	 true	 guard,	 but	 if	 the	 land	 is	 truly	 theirs,
Chemosh	should	be	able	to	get	it	for	them.	However,	it	will	be	the	Lord	who	will	judge	in
the	matter.	Jephthah	speaks	as	one	who	wants	peace.

He	 is	 not	 trying	 to	 make	 a	 contention	 with	 the	 Ammonites,	 but	 he	 is	 resisting	 their
unreasonable	 demands.	 The	 Ammonites	 do	 not	 heed	 him	 though.	 And	 then	 the	 spirit
comes	upon	Jephthah,	impelling	him	to	act.

The	spirit	leads	Jephthah	to	do	three	things	in	succession.	He	passes	through	the	various
territories	of	the	land,	he	advances	towards	the	Ammonites,	and	he	makes	his	vow.	Vows
are	not	inappropriate.

We	 have	 several	 examples	 of	 vows	 within	 the	 scriptures.	 For	 instance,	 in	 Genesis
chapter	28	verses	20	to	22,	Then	Jacob	made	a	vow,	saying,	If	God	will	be	with	me	and
will	keep	me	in	this	way	that	I	go,	and	will	give	me	bread	to	eat	and	clothing	to	wear,	so
that	I	come	again	to	my	father's	house	in	peace,	then	the	Lord	shall	be	my	God.	And	this
stone	which	I	have	set	up	for	a	pillar	shall	be	God's	house.

And	of	all	that	you	give	me,	I	will	give	a	full	tenth	to	you.	In	Numbers	chapter	21	verse	2,
And	Israel	vowed	a	vow	to	the	Lord,	and	said,	If	you	will	indeed	give	this	people	into	my
hand,	then	I	will	devote	their	cities	to	destruction.	And	then	in	1	Samuel	chapter	1	verse
11,	 And	 she	 vowed	 a	 vow,	 and	 said,	 O	 Lord	 of	 hosts,	 if	 you	 will	 indeed	 look	 on	 the
affliction	of	your	servant,	and	remember	me,	and	not	forget	your	servant,	but	will	give	to
your	servant	a	son,	then	I	will	give	him	to	the	Lord	all	the	days	of	his	life,	and	no	razor
will	touch	his	head.

Jephthah	speaks	about	whatever	comes	 from	the	doors	of	his	house	 first	 to	meet	him.
This	would	presumably	not	just	be	an	animal.	Jephthah	presumably	is	not	thinking	about
offering	some	pet	to	the	Lord.



Speaking	about	whatever	comes	to	meet	him	suggests	most	likely	a	human	being.	This
story	has	been	seen	as	a	horrific	one	by	many.	 Jephthah,	 it	 seems,	makes	a	 rash	vow
and	then	offers	his	daughter,	his	only	child,	as	a	burnt	offering	to	the	Lord.

This	seems	fairly	horrific,	even	in	the	context	of	the	book	of	Judges.	Perhaps	especially
so,	because	this	is	a	man	that	seems	to	be	faithful.	He	refers	to	the	Lord	on	a	number	of
occasions	within	 the	chapter,	and	he	also	 took	this	vow	as	 the	Spirit	of	 the	Lord	came
upon	him,	and	as	a	sort	of	dedication	of	his	house	and	himself	to	the	Lord.

Now	Jephthah,	more	generally,	does	not	seem	to	be	a	rash	man.	The	way	that	he	deals
with	 the	 Gileadites,	 the	 way	 that	 he	 deals	 with	 the	 Ammonites,	 he	 doesn't	 rush	 into
battle,	 he	 tries	 to	make	 peace	 with	 them	 first	 and	 reason	 with	 them.	 This	 is	 not	 the
action	of	a	rash	man.

And	 then	 there's	 the	 fact	 that	 the	 Spirit	 seems	 to	 prompt	 the	 vow,	 and	 it	 includes	 a
prayer	which	the	Lord	answers.	Is	the	Lord	playing	a	sick	joke	on	Jephthah	at	this	point?
We	have	no	evidence	of	human	sacrifice	being	practised	 in	 Israel	at	 this	point,	and	no
evidence	 of	 human	 sacrifice	 practised	 in	 the	 name	 of	 the	 Lord.	 There	 is	 no	 mention
explicitly	of	killing	her	either.

Would	 the	 priests	 at	 the	 tabernacle	 have	 performed	 a	 human	 sacrifice	 for	 the	 Lord?
There	seems	to	be	no	consequences	either,	and	he	continues	as	a	judge.	He's	mentioned
as	 a	man	 of	 faith	 in	Hebrews	 chapter	 11	 verse	 32,	 and	 as	 a	man	 sent	 by	God	 in	 1st
Samuel	chapter	12	verse	11.	All	of	 this	seems	very	strange	 if	he	makes	 this	 rash	vow
and	ends	up	doing	the	gruesome	and	evil	act	of	sacrificing	his	daughter.

However,	whatever	his	vow	entails,	he	must	honour	it.	That	 is	why	this	 is	so	tragic.	He
did	not	envisage	that	it	would	be	his	daughter.

Numbers	chapter	30	verse	2	speaks	of	vows.	If	a	man	vows	a	vow	to	the	Lord	or	swears
an	oath	to	bind	himself	by	a	pledge,	he	shall	not	break	his	word.	He	shall	do	according	to
all	that	proceeds	out	of	his	mouth.

It	might	be	worth	reflecting	first	upon	why	Jephthah	makes	the	vow.	Jephthah	had	been
driven	out	of	his	 inheritance	by	his	brothers,	and	then	he	was	called	back,	and	he	was
made	the	head	over	the	Gileadites	on	the	condition	that	he	drove	out	the	Ammonites.	He
has	been	promised	headship,	 and	he	wants	 to	 be	head,	 as	we	 see	 in	 verse	9,	 but	 he
wants	his	headship	to	be	dedicated	to	and	blessed	by	God,	and	so	he	seems	to	want	to
dedicate	his	house.

The	first	out	of	the	doors	of	his	house	represent	the	whole	house.	The	first	to	come	out	of
the	doors	of	the	house	 is	also	connected	with	the	first	to	come	out	of	the	doors	of	the
womb.	There's	a	connection	in	scripture	between	leaving	a	house	and	leaving	the	womb.

What	Jephthah	seems	to	hope	here	is	that	as	he	wins	this	battle	with	the	aid	of	the	Lord,



he	will	dedicate	his	house	to	the	Lord.	His	house	will	be	established	as	a	house	for	God's
service,	and	when	his	house	is	dedicated,	he	can	start	to	establish	a	dynasty.	The	man
who	was	removed	from	the	inheritance	and	disowned	by	his	brothers	will	have	children
who	get	the	inheritance	and	lead	their	brothers.

So	the	fact	that	his	only	child	is	the	one	that	comes	out	of	the	house	makes	it	so	tragic.
Jephthah	 is	now	denied	the	possibility	of	setting	up	a	dynasty,	of	having	anyone	of	his
flesh	to	succeed	him	in	the	leadership	of	the	Gileadites.	The	Lord	has	blessed	him	in	the
battle,	but	 the	Lord	 in	his	providence	has	denied	 Jephthah	the	opportunity	of	having	a
dynasty.

The	ascension,	which	is	translated	as	burnt	offering,	need	not	imply	killing.	Animals	are
killed,	 but	 for	 instance	 in	 the	 case	 of	 the	 Levites,	 they	 are	 dedicated	 to	 perpetual
tabernacle	 service	 in	 replacement	 for	 the	 firstborn.	 Someone	 like	 Samuel	 could	 be
dedicated	to	the	Lord,	belonging	to	the	Lord.

In	Exodus	chapter	38	verse	8	we	see	that	there	were	serving	women	associated	with	the
tabernacle.	They	weren't	priests,	but	they	would	presumably	have	assisted	women	with
their	sacrifices	and	with	some	of	the	rituals	that	they	had	to	perform.	There	were	certain
cases	where	human	beings	were	dedicated	to	the	Lord	and	were	put	to	death.

The	 judgment	 upon	 the	 Canaanites	 was	 such	 a	 thing.	 All	 of	 their	 cities	 were	 to	 be
destroyed	 and	 they	 were	 to	 be	 destroyed	 also.	 Leviticus	 chapter	 27	 verses	 28	 to	 29
speaks	about	this.

But	no	devoted	thing	that	a	man	devotes	to	the	Lord	of	anything	that	he	has,	whether
man	or	beast,	or	of	his	inherited	field,	shall	be	sold	or	redeemed.	Every	devoted	thing	is
most	holy	to	the	Lord.	No	one	devoted	who	is	to	be	devoted	for	destruction	for	mankind
shall	be	ransomed.

He	shall	 surely	be	put	 to	death.	The	Canaanites	 then	 fell	 into	 that	category.	However,
although	many	things	devoted	to	the	Lord	were	entirely	destroyed,	many	were	set	apart
for	his	perpetual	service.

The	Levites	were	devoted	to	the	Lord	in	such	a	manner.	We	might	also	remember	that	in
the	rebellion	of	Korah,	as	they	were	burnt	up	and	judged,	certain	elements	that	were	not
destroyed	 were	 dedicated	 to	 the	 Lord's	 service	 through	 that	 judgment.	 They	 became
holy	to	the	Lord,	were	withdrawn	from	common	use,	and	were	dedicated	to	his	service
entirely.

For	wicked	persons	to	be	dedicated	to	the	Lord	would	mean	utter	destruction.	But	for	a
person	who	was	a	righteous	and	faithful	member	of	Israel	to	be	dedicated	to	the	Lord,	it
could	mean	lifelong	service,	a	sort	of	perpetual	Nazarite	vow.	In	the	case	of	 Jephthah's
daughter,	I	believe	this	would	have	entailed	perpetual	service	at	the	tabernacle.



As	a	result	of	this,	she	went	to	mourn	her	virginity	for	two	months	with	her	companions.
Her	 companions	 were	 presumably	 the	 young	 women	 who	 would	 have	 been	 her
bridesmaids	had	she	been	married.	She	has	to	mourn	her	virginity	at	this	point	because
she	would	not	be	able	to	mourn	when	she	was	in	the	Lord's	service.

Leviticus	chapter	21	verses	10	to	12	gives	us	some	indication	of	this.	The	priest	who	is
chief	among	his	brothers,	on	whose	head	the	anointed	oil	is	poured,	and	who	has	been
consecrated	to	wear	the	garments,	shall	not	let	the	hair	of	his	head	hang	loose,	nor	tear
his	clothes.	He	shall	not	go	in	to	any	dead	bodies,	nor	make	himself	unclean,	even	for	his
father	or	for	his	mother.

He	shall	not	go	out	of	 the	sanctuary,	 lest	he	profane	the	sanctuary	of	his	God.	For	the
consecration	of	the	anointing	oil	of	his	God	is	on	him.	I	am	the	Lord.

When	Jephthah	carries	out	his	vow,	it	is	said	that	his	daughter	had	never	known	a	man.	It
is	 something	 that	 she	 feels	 to	 be	 tragic.	 Not	 so	 much	 that	 she	 has	 not	 had	 sexual
relations,	but	that	she	has	not	been	able	to	bear	a	child.

Verse	40	is	parallel	to	verse	38,	and	on	the	surface	of	 it,	 it	might	appear	to	give	some
weight	 to	 the	 idea	 that	 he	 killed	 his	 daughter.	 However,	 it	 can	 be	 read	 differently.
Young's	literal	translation	translates	it	as	follows.

From	 time	 to	 time	 the	 daughters	 of	 Israel	 go	 to	 talk	 to	 the	 daughter	 of	 Jephthah	 the
Gileadite,	 four	days	 in	a	year.	 Just	as	after	she	had	dedicated	Samuel	to	the	service	of
the	 tabernacle,	Hannah	would	go	up	 from	 time	 to	 time	 to	see	him	and	bring	him	new
clothing,	so	 the	companions	of	 Jephthah's	daughter	would	go	up	on	occasions	 to	meet
her	 and	 to	 speak	 to	 her.	We	 have	 previously	 noted	 the	 presence	 of	 a	 pattern	 in	 the
number	of	heirs	that	the	various	judges	had.

Gideon	has	70,	Tola	has	none	mentioned,	Jireh	has	30,	Jephthah	loses	his	only	heir,	Ibsen
has	30,	Elon	has	none	mentioned,	and	Abdon	has	40	sons	and	30	grandsons,	summing
up	 to	 70.	 This	 is	 a	 book-ended	 pattern,	 or	 a	 chiasm,	 and	 at	 the	 very	 centre	 of	 it	 is
Jephthah,	who	had	wanted	 to	set	up	a	dynasty,	and	yet	been	denied	 the	possibility	of
doing	so.	Jephthah	finds	himself	in	the	position	of	a	eunuch-type	figure.

He	is	denied	children	of	his	own,	and	so	he	must	be	entirely	committed	to	the	kingdom
of	another.	He	is	not	going	to	build	up	his	own	kingdom,	he	must	serve	the	kingdom	of
the	Lord.	That	is	the	only	place	where	his	legacy	lies.

A	question	to	consider,	what	are	some	other	occasions	in	scripture	where	the	doorway	is
associated	with	birth?	2	Thessalonians	chapter	3	Finally,	brothers,	pray	 for	us	 that	 the
word	of	the	Lord	may	speed	ahead	and	be	honoured,	as	happened	among	you,	and	that
we	may	be	delivered	 from	wicked	and	evil	men,	 for	not	all	have	 faith.	But	 the	Lord	 is
faithful.	He	will	establish	you	and	guard	you	against	the	evil	one.



And	we	have	confidence	in	the	Lord	about	you,	that	you	are	doing	and	will	do	the	things
that	 we	 command.	 May	 the	 Lord	 direct	 your	 hearts	 to	 the	 love	 of	 God	 and	 to	 the
steadfastness	of	Christ.	Now	we	command	you,	brothers,	in	the	name	of	our	Lord	Jesus
Christ,	that	you	keep	away	from	any	brother	who	is	walking	in	idleness	and	not	in	accord
with	the	tradition	that	you	receive	from	us.

For	you	yourselves	know	how	you	ought	to	 imitate	us,	because	we	were	not	 idle	when
we	were	with	you,	nor	did	we	eat	anyone's	bread	without	paying	for	it,	but	with	toil	and
labour	we	worked	night	and	day,	that	we	might	not	be	a	burden	to	any	of	you.	It	was	not
because	we	do	not	have	that	right,	but	to	give	you	in	ourselves	an	example	to	imitate.
For	 even	when	we	were	with	 you,	we	would	 give	 you	 this	 command,	 if	 anyone	 is	 not
willing	to	work,	let	him	not	eat.

For	we	hear	that	some	among	you	walk	 in	 idleness,	not	busy	at	work,	but	busybodies.
Now	such	persons	we	command	and	encourage	in	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ	to	do	their	work
quietly	 and	 to	 earn	 their	 own	 living.	As	 for	 you,	 brothers,	 do	not	 grow	weary	 in	 doing
good.

If	anyone	does	not	obey	what	we	say	 in	 this	 letter,	 take	note	of	 that	person	and	have
nothing	to	do	with	him,	that	he	may	be	ashamed.	Do	not	regard	him	as	an	enemy,	but
warn	him	as	a	brother.	Now	may	the	Lord	of	peace	himself	give	you	peace	at	all	times	in
every	way.

The	Lord	be	with	you	all.	I	Paul	write	this	greeting	with	my	own	hand.	This	is	the	sign	of
genuineness	in	every	letter	of	mine.

It	is	the	way	I	write.	The	grace	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	be	with	you	all.	The	third	and	final
chapter	of	2nd	Thessalonians	begins	with	a	request	for	prayer.

In	 1st	 Thessalonians	 chapter	 5	 verse	 25,	 Paul	 had	 also	 requested	 prayer	 and	 now	 he
gives	more	detail	of	what	he	wants	prayer	for.	He	speaks	of	the	word	of	the	Lord	as	if	it
were	a	runner	and	he	asks	them	to	pray	for	its	swift	movement.	He	wants	them	to	pray
that	it	might	be	honored	and	glorified	everywhere	as	it	was	and	is	among	them.

The	word	 of	 the	 Lord	 is	 the	message	 of	 the	 reign	 of	 Christ	 and	 Paul	 wishes	 to	 see	 it
recognized	and	received	for	the	glorious	message	that	it	is.	He	further	asks	for	prayer	for
deliverance	from	the	opponents	they	will	face.	The	gospel	has	its	fierce	enemies	as	Paul
himself	once	was	and	they	need	to	be	rescued	from	their	schemes.

Not	everyone	may	have	 faith	but	 the	Lord	 is	 faithful	and	Paul	expresses	his	assurance
that	 the	 Lord	will	 strengthen	and	guard	 the	Thessalonians	 from	 the	assaults	 of	 Satan.
Paul	 is	confident	 in	 the	Lord	and	his	 faithfulness	and	that	confidence	means	that	he	 is
assured	that	the	Lord	will	keep	the	Thessalonians	in	obedience	to	their	instructions	as	his
messengers.	He	also	expresses	a	wish	in	the	form	of	a	prayer	that	their	hearts	would	be



directed	to	the	love	of	God	and	the	steadfastness	of	Christ.

God's	 love	 and	 Christ's	 steadfastness	 protect	 our	 hearts	 in	 times	 of	 uncertainty	 and
struggle.	They	provide	a	firm	and	secure	stronghold	for	us.	They	give	us	peace	and	calm
in	our	hearts	and	in	our	minds	when	so	much	that	is	going	on	around	us	might	unsettle
or	shake	us.

The	unchanging	character	of	Christ	and	the	deep	and	unwavering	love	of	God	mean	that
even	in	the	chaos	of	the	world	our	hearts	can	be	at	rest	as	our	fundamental	standing	is
unchangeable.	 In	 1	 Thessalonians	 chapter	 4	 verses	 9	 to	 12	 Paul	 had	 already	 given
instructions	 concerning	 church	 members	 who	 were	 idle	 and	 lazily	 dependent	 upon
others.	Now	concerning	brotherly	love	you	have	no	need	for	anyone	to	write	to	you	for
you	yourselves	have	been	taught	by	God	to	love	one	another	for	that	indeed	is	what	you
are	doing	to	all	the	brothers	throughout	Macedonia.

But	we	urge	you	brothers	to	do	this	more	and	more	and	to	aspire	to	live	quietly	and	to
mind	your	own	affairs	and	to	work	with	your	hands	as	we	instructed	you	so	that	you	may
walk	 properly	 before	 outsiders	 and	 be	 dependent	 on	 no	 one.	 This	 sort	 of	 behavior	 is
clearly	 a	 problem	 in	 the	 Thessalonian	 community	 as	 Paul	 returns	 to	 the	matter	 again
here	addressing	both	the	church	as	a	whole	and	the	particular	troublemaking	members.
Paul	 speaks	 of	 a	 tradition	 that	 Thessalonians	 received	 from	 Paul	 and	 his	 fellow
missionaries.

The	tradition	in	view	here	is	not	a	teaching	so	much	as	a	form	of	practice.	Paul	and	his
companions	did	not	only	give	words	of	instruction	but	also	set	a	pattern	of	behavior	for
the	 Thessalonians	 to	 follow.	 Although	 the	 missionaries	 would	 have	 been	 within	 their
rights	 to	 request	 financial	 support	 from	 the	 Thessalonians	 to	 whom	 they	 were
ministering	at	the	time	they	forewent	that	right	in	order	to	provide	a	necessary	example.

The	able	person	who	resisted	working	should	not	be	supported	 in	their	 indolence.	That
person	 should	 not	 eat.	 The	model	 of	 diligence	 provided	 by	 Paul	 and	 the	missionaries
shows	up	the	failure	of	those	who	walk	in	idleness.

Those	 not	 busy	 at	 work	 find	 other	 people's	 business	 to	 get	 involved	 in	 and	 make	 a
nuisance	of	 themselves.	They	undermine	 rather	 than	building	up	 the	church.	This	 isn't
just	less	than	ideal	behavior.

It	is	something	to	be	dealt	with	in	the	name	of	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	It	is	disorderly.	It	is
also	something	that	brings	dishonor	to	the	church.

The	ideal	is	that	people	do	their	work	quietly	rather	than	being	lazy	busybodies	and	that
they	 earn	 their	 own	 living	 rather	 than	 depending	 upon	 others.	 The	 virtues	 that	 Paul
celebrates	 here	 are	 not	 the	 flashy	 virtues.	 They're	 virtues	 like	 working	 diligently,
avoiding	 lazy	dependency,	earning	your	own	 living	and	paying	your	way,	 living	a	quiet



life	and	patiently	doing	good.

We	often	imagine	the	Christian	church	progressing	through	more	radical	and	attention-
grabbing	virtues	but	this	largely	isn't	the	case.	The	letter	to	Diognetus,	a	second	century
description	of	Christians,	speaks	of	them	as	follows.	Christians	are	indistinguishable	from
other	men	either	by	nationality,	language	or	customs.

They	do	not	inhabit	separate	cities	of	their	own	or	speak	a	strange	dialect	or	follow	some
outlandish	way	of	life.	Their	teaching	is	not	based	upon	reveries	inspired	by	the	curiosity
of	men.	Unlike	some	other	people	they	champion	no	purely	human	doctrine.

With	 regard	 to	 dress,	 food	 and	 manner	 of	 life	 in	 general	 they	 follow	 the	 customs	 of
whatever	city	they	happen	to	be	living	in,	whether	it	is	Greek	or	foreign.	And	yet	there	is
something	 extraordinary	 about	 their	 lives.	 They	 live	 in	 their	 own	 countries	 as	 though
they	were	only	passing	through.

They	 play	 their	 full	 role	 as	 citizens	 but	 labor	 under	 all	 the	 disabilities	 of	 aliens.	 Any
country	can	be	 their	homeland	but	 for	 them	 their	homeland,	wherever	 it	may	be,	 is	a
foreign	country.	Like	others	they	marry	and	have	children	but	they	do	not	expose	them.

They	 share	 their	 meals	 but	 not	 their	 wives.	 Christians'	 lives	 ought	 to	 be	 quietly
remarkable.	Paul	charges	the	Thessalonians	to	recognize	those	among	them	who	resist
the	instruction	of	the	missionaries.

While	not	treating	them	as	enemies	they	should	distance	themselves	from	them	so	that
they	might	be	ashamed	and	reform	their	conduct	and	so	that	their	poor	behavior	might
be	seen	 for	 the	departure	 from	the	 true	pattern	of	Christian	discipleship	 that	 it	 is.	The
conclusion	of	the	epistle	has	similar	elements	to	the	conclusion	of	1	Thessalonians,	most
obviously	the	final	statement,	but	verse	16	is	also	similar	to	1	Thessalonians	5.23.	The
peace	that	Paul	declares	in	the	benediction	might	also	answer	to	the	unsettling	feelings
that	they	had	about	the	possible	arrival	of	the	day	of	the	Lord.	Paul	also	stresses	here
the	fact	that	the	greeting	is	written	with	his	own	hand	rather	than	using	an	amanuensis.

Similar	statements	can	be	found	in	1	Corinthians	16.21	and	Galatians	6.11.	However	in
Romans	 16.22	 we	 have	 the	 words	 of	 an	 amanuensis.	 Having	 Paul's	 own	 concluding
greeting	 in	 his	 own	 hand	 as	 authentication,	 the	 apostolic	 authority	 with	 which	 the
original	 letter	came	would	be	more	evident.	 It	would	also	help	to	avoid	the	problem	of
letters	 falsely	 purporting	 to	 be	 from	 Paul	 and	 his	 companions,	 a	 problem	 that	 was
illustrated	in	chapter	2	verse	2.	A	question	to	consider,	what	are	some	other	quiet	and
unassuming	virtues	that	should	mark	the	Christian?


