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Maybe	the	movie	ends	with	the	good	guys	smiling	with	grateful	satisfaction,	knowing
that	whatever	failures	lay	in	the	past,	and	whatever	dangers	lie	ahead,	this	was	a	day	for
celebration.

In	this	episode	of	Life	and	Books	and	Everything,	Kevin	reads	from	the	article	he	wrote
for	WORLD	Opinions	on	why	Christians	should	rejoice	in	the	destruction	of	an	instrument
of	death.

Transcript
Greetings	and	salutations,	welcome	again	to	Life	and	Books	and	Everything.	Today	 I'm
going	to	read	from	my	latest	article	at	WORLD	OPINIONS.	As	always,	you	can	check	out	a
lot	of	good	articles	that	show	up	every	day	there	at	World	Opinions.

This	one	 is	written	as	a	response	to	some	of	the	response	that	Christians	were	getting
from	other	Christians	after	the	overturning	of	Roe	v.	Wade.	I	wanted	to	address	some	of
the	commentary	and	concerns	from	other	Christians	and	decided	to	go	at	it.	I	guess	you
might	 say	 with	 a	 little	 bit	 of	 satire,	 which	 is	 not	 what	 one	 should	 use	 normally	 to
communicate,	but	is	appropriate	to	use.

We	see	both	biblical	 example	and	many	 times	 throughout	 church	history	of	Christians
employing	satire	to	some	good	effect.	So	I	suppose	in	a	way	that's	what	I'm	doing	here,
but	I	think	with	an	important	point	to	make.	So	this	is	called	when	Roe	was	overturned,
Christians	should	rejoice	in	the	destruction	of	an	instrument	of	death.

Do	 you	 remember	 the	 climactic	 scene	 from	 the	 original	 Star	 Wars	 movie?	 Luke
Skywalker	is	flying	his	X-Wing	starfighter	through	a	maze	of	trenches	along	the	surface
of	the	Death	Star.	After	nearly	escaping	one	attack	after	another	from	the	Empire,	Luke
is	 about	 to	 be	 shot	 down	 by	 Darth	 Vader,	 but	 just	 in	 the	 nick	 of	 time	 Han	 Solo	 and
Chewbacca	swooped	down	in	the	Millennium	Falcon	and	bounced	Darth	Vader.	Luke	fires
two	torpedoes	down	the	thermal	exhaust	port,	and	a	few	seconds	later,	the	Death	Star	is
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blown	apart.

What	 it	seemed	 impossible	 to	almost	everyone	was	now	a	 reality.	The	Death	Star	was
gone.	I'm	sure	you	remember	what	comes	next.

As	 soon	 as	 Luke	 returned	 his	 X-Wing	 to	 the	 hangar,	 he	 was	 greeted	 by	 muted
celebration.	One	of	the	other	pilots	reminded	Luke	there	was	still	a	lot	of	work	to	do	to
make	 the	galaxy	 safe	 for	 hurting	people	 everywhere.	 A	member	 of	 the	Rebel	 Alliance
asked	Luke	when	he	was	going	to	subdue	the	violent	sand	people	on	his	home	planet	of
Tatooine.

Another	 friend	 advised	 Luke	 that	many	 people	 in	 the	 galaxy	 were	 devastated	 by	 the
news	 about	 the	Death	 Star	 and	 that	 perhaps	 a	 time	 of	 listening	was	 in	 order.	 As	 you
recall,	Luke	wasn't	 the	only	one	with	questions	to	answer.	Many	friends	of	 the	Alliance
questioned	Han's	character.

He	was	a	smuggler	and	a	cynic	and	many	wondered	whether	he	was	only	motivated	by
the	promise	of	a	reward.	Throughout	the	Rebel	fleet,	they	gave	thanks	for	the	work	R2-
D2	and	C3PO	had	done,	but	 they	also	 said	 it	would	all	 be	 for	naught	 if	 they	didn't	do
something	about	the	oppressive	 Jawa	droid	ring	they	had	 left	behind.	Some	concerned
voices	asked	Princess	Leia	whether	she	thought	the	Rebels	had	the	maturity	to	receive
the	victory	or	whether	the	problem	in	the	galaxy	might	really	lie	with	her	own	people.

In	Chewbacca,	people	weren't	sure	what	he	was	saying,	but	he	seemed	angry.	As	we	all
know,	the	obliteration	of	the	Death	Star	was	not	the	happy	event	the	Rebels	thought	it
would	be.	To	be	sure	all	of	their	energies	had	been	directed	toward	this	one	end,	there
was	 something	 about	 removing	 an	 imminent	 threat	 to	 their	 very	 existence	 that
concentrated	the	efforts,	but	when	the	time	came	to	rejoice	in	the	removal	of	the	Death
Star,	wise	leaders	reminded	the	Rebels	that	the	Death	Star	could	always	be	rebuilt.

Until	the	very	idea	of	the	Death	Star	became	unthinkable,	the	Rebels	had	no	reason	to
rejoice.	 Senior	 officials	 patiently	 explained	 to	 Luke	 and	 Leia	 that	 it	 was	 their
responsibility	to	remove	all	conditions	throughout	the	galaxy	that	might	lead	someone	in
the	future	to	want	the	Death	Star	again.	And	so,	do	you	remember	how	the	movie	ends?
After	Luke	was	welcomed	back	with	Tepid	applause,	he	 reunited	with	Han	Chewie	and
the	two	droids,	they	sat	down	with	Leia	and	reflected	on	their	many	failings.

Luke	was	not	yet	an	expert	with	the	Force,	Han	had	been	selfish.	Leia	admitted	that	the
annihilation	 of	 Alderaan	 was	 probably	 her	 fault.	 They	 gathered	 a	 large	 collection	 of
counselors	to	help	them	process	what	had	happened.

They	agreed	that	the	Death	Star	was	bad,	but	some	quietly	wondered	if	the	Rebels	had
plans	 up	 their	 sleeves	 that	 were	 even	 worse.	 They	 talked	 at	 great	 length	 about	 the
turmoil	in	the	galaxy	about	the	bad	behavior	of	some	of	the	Rebels	and	why	being	anti-



Death	Star	was	not	enough.	 It	was	 the	perfect	ending	 to	a	great	movie,	a	movie	 filled
with	 unlikely	 and	 scrappy	heroes,	 there	was	 suffering	 and	 sacrifice	 along	 the	way	 the
heroes	had	learned	a	lot	had	grown	over	time.

But	the	end	of	the	movie,	they	had	won	a	great	victory,	a	victory	for	 life	and	freedom.
And	yet,	what	really	made	the	movie	resonate	in	so	many	hearts	was	the	way	the	victory
was	met	with	many	critical	 self-reflections	and	mild	 recriminations.	Turns	out	 the	best
way	 for	 the	 Rebel	 Alliance	 to	 commemorate	 the	 destruction	 of	 the	Death	 Star	was	 to
remind	everyone	that	many	of	the	Empire's	criticisms	were	worth	considering.

Or	wait,	maybe	that's	not	how	the	movie	ended.	Maybe	they	all	hugged	and	celebrated.
Maybe	the	Rebels	gathered	for	a	solemn	and	joyful	ceremony	to	honor	their	heroes.

Maybe	 the	movie	ends	with	 the	good	guys	 smiling,	with	grateful	 satisfaction,	 knowing
that	whatever	failures	lay	in	the	past	and	whatever	dangers	lie	ahead,	this	was	a	day	for
celebration.	Yes,	that's	right,	that	was	the	real	ending.	The	whole	Rebel	Alliance	rejoiced
because	the	instrument	of	death	had	been	destroyed.

The	 ones	who	 didn't	 smile	 either	 didn't	 know	what	 the	 Death	 Star	 really	 was	 or	 they
weren't	really	sure	they	wanted	to	be	lumped	in	with	the	Rebels	any	longer.	The	war	for
truth	 in	 life	 and	 honor	 goes	 on,	 but	 thanks	 be	 to	 God	 for	 those	 who	 have	 seen	 this
essential	battle	through	to	the	end.	That's	when	Roe	was	overturned.

And	 I'm	Kevin	DeYoung	 and	 hope	 that	 you	 have	 a	 great	 summer	 and	 look	 forward	 to
being	back	with	life	and	books	and	everything	at	the	end	of	August	and	look	forward	to
being	with	you	then.
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